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A ppeals Panel Stays
Contemipt Citation
Against Archives

Py RN

A federal appeals court panel yes- .
derday stayed a contempt citation -

against the Clinton White House

and the actjng 3rchivist ¢ L
¢4 States 10F failing to heed Snit

orders requiring them to preserve :

still

of ihe (o Orderts issued in Janu-
by U.S. District Judge Charles

R. Richey. He held the administra-
tion in Gy} contempt in May and

said he would begin imposing stiff

- e

(nes if certain remedial steps were *

not taken by June 21.
Acting Archivist Trudy Peterson
said that she was "pleased” by the

stay and that the archives would
continue its work of making pre-

White House, Archlwst

Held in Civil Contempt .

BV Georee Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Wrter -~

A federal judge held the Clinton White
House and the acting archivist of the United
States in civil contempt yesterday for failing
to protect and preserve computer records
made in the Bush and Reagan administra-

. tions.

pair those that have been damaged and is-

ew guidelines to protect them. .
su%[?](wlsg?:llear that b‘;/ {alling to preserve
these tapes, the defendants are failing to

reserve history and the lessons to be
earned from it."" Richey said.

Richey said he would levy fines of
$50.000 a day the first week after his dead-
line, $100,000 a day for the second week,
and $200,000 a day for the third week. He
reserved decision on how to deal with any

against Reagan and Bush officials and ar-
chivists, but it is a continuing dispute that
imposes obligations on wHatever adminis-
tration & in office. Richey said yesterday
that the Clinton White House and its new
acting archivist have failéd to meet those
obligations for four months now.

"It's about time the Clij ton administra-
tion gets its act tooethedd and deals with
these issues. said Scott Armstrong,
founder of the nonprofit National Secunty
Archive and lead plaintiff in the case.

Richey also held open the possibility of
criminal contempt proceedings for destruc-

tion of some backup tapes and other lapses

during the final days of the Bush adminis-
tration.

The judge said ina 27-page opinion that
some tapes had been found damaged after

used to obtain compliance with a court or-'
der and the threatened penalties do not kick.
in unless, aS Richey observed. "the recal-
citrant party” fails to remedy the situation. :

The judge said he would give the defen-,

.dants 30 days to promulgate adequate:

guidelines lor managing electronic federal:
records, to demonstrate that they are being;

The tapes were transferred to the Archives
under a controversial agreement giving
Bush exclusive legal control of the "_P}'es.g-i'
idential” records on them. But deposition?
* the lawsuit show that the Archives does
hot have the equipment or the software ta
make copies on short order. -

The lawyer for the plaintiffs. Michael
Tankersley of Public Citizen, said the de:

teriorating tapes may have to be sent back

history and the lessons to
be le?amed from it.”

N —Judge Charles R Richey

1o the Clinton White House which does have;

the facilities for COPYiNg. Although the Ar:
chives agreement_With Bush would appear,
to prectuge s, 1ankersley said it contains
an exception for compliance with court or-
ders. He added that “civil contempt orders
are not appealable.” ,

White House deputy communicatidns di¢
rector-Ricki_Seidman said “we're disap-

inted by the judge's contempt citation.”,

he said t%at the case was “principally about,
records maintenance by the Bush and Rea-
gan administrations” and that the Clinton



I-B EXAMPLES OF RESEARCH USE

Sample of Requests for
United Nations Records

SRR e e e e B R e S et et
Management, Precedent, Statistics 609 18%
Accounting and Budget 245 7%
Personnel 1255 37%
Pension 976 28%
Audio-visual 343 10
1992 Internal Service Requests 3428

100

| Printed publication 37l 52%

IIDissertation/Thesis/Academic project

18 25%
EDocumentarv film 5‘ 7%
| Exhibition B éﬁ 4%
||Personal 3i 4%
||Legal 5%

Total Researchers January 1992 -
August 1993

3%

1993

Country-focused research 17 24%
United Nations history (6 country- 16 22%
related)

UNRRA history (9 country-related) 14 19%
Biography (1 country related) 13 18%
UN War Crimes Commission (6 country- 9 13%
related

International affairs 3 4%
Total researchers January 1992-August 72 100%




Management, | HDAG-001 Celebrations of past UN
precedent, nffice of the Secretary-General | anniversaries: peace-
statistics keeping memorial: sS-G's
soclal events
609 DAG-003 Administrative Tribunal
requests nffice of Legal Affairs cases: Ratification
country signatures:
18% original treaties: Country
accessions
1AG-004 Administrative Management
lepartment of Political and Service reports
Security Council Affairs
DAG-006 Statistics of Tanzania:
Department of Economic and Statistical training to
Social Affairs Yemen Arab Republic:
Statistics: Jordan,
Djibuti, USA |
DAG-007 Financial crisis-economy
Department of Administration measures; acceptance of
and Management gifts by UN staff members
RAG-002 and RAG-003 Income taxes: Mission
Branch Registries and Central lease: Postal agreement:
Registry Acceptance of honours
ROAG-08 Rental subsidies
International civil Service
Commission
Accounting DAG-008 Cheques issued to
and Budget | OFfice of Programme Planning, individuals and companies:
Budget and Finance Vouchers from missions:
Invoices and credit notes;
Bank reconciliations: Bank
cheque payments: Trust
funds: Financial
statements
245 DAG-022 Personnel files: travel
requests Field Operations Division authorizations:

7%

Reimbursements to
governments




IPersonnel

DAG-005 o
Department of Political
Affairs, Trusteeship and

Namibia staff pension
fund: Namibia schools

-Decolonization
1255 DAG-009 Official status fTiles;
‘requests Office of Human Resources Interpreters examinations
Management
37%
Pension ROAG-06 Separations; Withdrawls;
United Nations Joint Staff Case files; Bank advices
Pension Fund
976
requests
28%
Audio- DAG-010 Sound recordings of
Visual Office of General Services proceedings to fulfill
requests from Missions,
journalists
DAG-012 ) UNRRA photographs;
343 Department of Public Regional conferences
requests Information Bangkok, India, Paris,
Yugoslavia, Kenya
10%
PAG-004 Photo requests

United Nations Relief and

Rehabilitation Administration

PAG-005

United Nations Conference on

International Organization

Photo requests




17 Country-focusedresearch Canadians inthe United Nations;
Socialwork in Pakistan 1945-55;

24% Archives bibliography project on Taiwan history 1940-50;
Spanish question before Security Council 1946;
Hungarian Uprising of 1956 and Western Powers;
Lebanon1958 - UN responseto genocide;
Canadaand Peace-keepingoperations 1956-64;
Rado documentary: debate of Hungarian Revolution 1956;
Rural conditions in Yugoslavia 1945-53;
KoreanWar 1950-54;
Congo/Zaire 1960-93 US policy toward Zaire;
Prisoner of war camps in Greece; Sweden participationon
ONUC (Congo) 1960-64;
American support of the Ukraine nationalist movement 1944-61;
Israel perception of its security problems 1950-56;
Admission of Nepalto the United Nations 1955;
Congo 1960-64

16 United Nations history UN Emergency Forces Logistics, Operations, Command,
Communications;

22% UN HQ archiiecture;

(6 country-related) UN action on article 43 - 1945;

Origin of the UN;
KoreanArmistice negotiations and prisoner exchangesfollowing
the signing of 1953 armistice;
Procedures which helped peace-keepingforces achieve
purposes;
Evaluationof UN enforcement action - article on UN command:;
S-Gs of the UN 1946-1992;
UN 50th anniversary celebration;
Researchtowards 50th anniversary of the UN;
The 1962 negotiations trat resolvedthe West Irian dispute;
Bernadotte Missionto Palestine 1948-49;
UN operations in Congo;
UN policy and population problems from 1945 to present;
Congo Crisis 1960 - 1964;
UN Observer Mission on Akko

3 InternationalAffairs Human rights 1945-49;

4%

Internationaldrug controf;
Economic and financial institutions 1940-46




14

19%

(United Nations Relief and
IRehabilitationAdministration

(9 wuntry-related)

IUNRRA Shanghai, China 194547;

'UNRRA Salonika, Greece;

IUNRRA operations and displaced persons - MH. Cattel;
IUNRRA and displaced persons - Poles;

IUNRRA in China, 1845-49 - Cultural Confrontation;

Displaced persons - Camp Jagerskyst;

iDisplaced persons camps and resettlement- 1930and on;
'Science and scientists under Mussolini 1920to post WW II;

Dr. TL. Harrison- UNRRA experiences1946-47;

UNRRA - immigration of displaced personinthe US - 1945-52;
Confrontation between Jews and Germans - article on displaced
persons riot - Landsberg, Germany 1945-51,

UNRRA- L iiof ID cards for food and clothing in 1945;
UNRRA in Poland:;

Displaced persons in Germany British Zone 1945-1948;
UNRRA displaced persons camps 1845-49

13

18%

Biography

(1 wuntry-related)

S-G travels n Africa;

1945-46 International Health Conference- role of Dr. Yves
Biraud;

S-G memoirs;

Gestavo Duvan 1906-1969;

Victor Hoo, UN official 1946-72;

Hamid Franjic 1946;

Sir Robert Jackson;

Sir Robert Jackson - Congressional Hearings;
Genealogicalresearch1946;

Speech of researcher'sfather;

Dr. T. L Harrison- UNRRA experiences1946-47;
Memorialfor U Thant;

Prof. A. S. Bokhari, former USG of DPI 1951-60

13%

United Nations War Crimes
Commission

(6 country-related)

List of Japanese War Criminals;

Preliminary investigation against Wolfgang Lehnigk-Emden ;
War Crimes trials in Shanghai;

German Amy War Crimes, Scope and conditions of criminal
activities;

Repressions, persecutions, crimes against humanity in France;
Deportation of Jews from Solonika and Greece;

Medical experiments performed by Nazi physicians




Research Use
External Requests
- UN Records

Personnel

Pension )
| Accounting & Budget

7%

\'\,__,/ Audio-visual media

Mgmt/Precedent/Stat 10%

18%
3,428 Requests




