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1. Opening Remarks:  The Chairperson welcomed participants to the twelfth meeting of the Task Force and distributed a brief agenda for the meeting (attached).
2. Agenda and minutes of last meeting :  Approved.

3. Extranet Policies and Guidelines:  Ms. Gerlach reported on the status of the Extranet, including discussions on the subject at an informal meeting of ICT Managers held in New York on 30 April (the report she had provided earlier was circulated to the members). All but four organizations were now linked up. Furthermore, a number of new features had been added to demonstrate the potential of the site, such as links to the UN System Chart, the UN System Locator, the UN News Centre, the UN Cartographic Section site and the UN Multilingual Terminology Database. Planned additions include information on dsa's, msa's and salary scales, a link to the UNSECOORD page, as well as WHO Medical Advisories. The UN has offered CEB its new Intranet software as well as the Google search engine for the Extranet. However, in order to facilitate discussion groups and communities of practice, a more effective collaboration tool will have to be identified to replace Quickplace. Other major issues also remain to be resolved. One issue is governance -- how will the Extranet be managed and funded? Another issue is staffing -- how will the site, presently handled by one official part-time, be maintained as it grows? These questions will be before the HCLM at its June meeting.

4. Internet Policies and Guidelines. Mr. Ahmad reported on new developments, with an emphasis on progress toward parity among official languages on the Web site. The News Centre, long produced in English and French, was now available in Arabic, and under development in Spanish, Russian and Chinese. In order to overcome the shortage of resources for preparing Web sites in various official languages, assistance was sought from the private sector, mainly universities. An agreement was in place with the University of Salamanca, which was already delivering materials in Spanish. Discussions were in progress with institutions in China, Egypt and France, to provide translations of Web pages into their respective languages. The UN Website Section was also assisting other offices, including UNITAR and CPC, in developing their sites. As far as other Internet-related projects were concerned: Google testing was moving along, albeit at a slow pace; the new Internet Guidelines were about to be circulated. 

5. Intranet. Mr. Ezhkov reported that the development phase of the re-engineered Intranet was completed, although a few bugs were still being fixed. Several offices, such as the Medical Service and UNSECOORD had moved to the new platform, which was currently running in parallel with the existing Intranet site (it can be accessed at "Intranet1").   A more organized migration, as well as a further consideration of the question of taxonomies, would begin once the new Chief of Section was on board. Several members urged ITSD to make an announcement of the availability of the site.

6. Digital Archives. Mr. Mueller reported that the RFP for the Digitial Archives Project was sent out in mid-March and closed on 9 May. It was expected that vendor presentations would be made at the end of June, and that the vendor would be on board by late July. The project would then be of 6-9 months' duration. Mr. Keefe reported that the related records appraisal/retention report, was moving along, albeit slower than expected.

7. Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Task Force will take place on Thursday 26 June at 3:00pm in room L-382F [date subsequently changed to 23 June].
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