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Comparison of Metadata Standards
Background Documents 
As discussed, in view of the ADA and DAP project, it would be useful to review  metadata standards, including current drafts, with a view toward facilitating the acceptance and implementation of metadata standards within the upcoming exercises noted above.  
Within this context, the attached table, UN/CS/RAI/USAA/DB01/2004, compares various metadata standards from the ACC, the UN and UNDP, as well as the AGLS, National Archives of Australia.   The metadata elements are identified as ‘Mandatory’ or ‘Optional’ as noted within their respective Standards. 
The Administrative Committee on Coordination, ACC, metadata standard is taken from the document UN/ACC/1997/ISCC/4,  Annex II of 12  November 1997 "Strategies for Implementing Document Management Technology.
“ The core set of meta-data developed by the ISCC is endorsed, normally to be respected by all agencies, to the extent that technology allows, for electronic documents which are to be shared both internally and, where warranted, with other agencies (the core set should also be included in any call for proposals sent to commercial vendors).”

The UN ‘Standard on Record Keeping Metadata’ is an exposure draft dated April 2003.  

“This Standard describes the metadata that the United Nations Archives and Records Management Section (ARMS) recommends should be captured in recordkeeping systems used in all United Nations offices. Compliance with this Recordkeeping Metadata Standard will help UN offices to identify, authenticate, describe and manage their electronic records in a systematic and consistent way to meet business, accountability and archival requirements.”

The UNDP standard is a draft document entitled ‘E-Documentation – UNDP Metadata Standard’, June 2003.
“This proposed Standard describes the metadata that UNDP recommends should be captured in information management systems used in all UNDP offices. Compliance with this Metadata Standard will help offices to identify, authenticate, describe and manage their electronic resources in a systematic and consistent way to meet business, accountability and archival requirements.”
The AGLS Metadata Element, developed and approved by the National Archives of Austrialia, version 1.3 was published in December 2002.

“The AGLS Metadata Standard, is an Australian standard for cross-domain resource description…The AGLS Metadata Element Set provides a set of metadata elements designed to improve the visibility, accessibility and interoperability of online information and services”.
The comparison table is organized along the lines of UNDP breakdown, ‘Discovery’ and ‘Record Keeping Metadata’, which may be useful in developing metadata standards in other areas.  The ‘Discovery Metadata’ concerns information needed to find a document, provenance and description of content while ‘Record Keeping Metadata’ concerns information related to the management of the information itself.  These categories are further broken down to reflect the ACC categories of Identification, Context, Content, Access and Use and Structure.
It should be noted that these categories and subcategories are subject to further review and fine tuning as appropriate.
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